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DISTRIBUTION 


book iMlcrcollmatc and local Climate* by S A flapoztalkova la written 
almost, purely from tbo clianatologioal-agrloultural point "of" view . From 
tbnto viewpoint tbo book la well written, well organized, and demonotratoe 
a high order of aoientlflc competence in tbla fiold. We were eapecle? ly 
0 true Is by the great maaa of obaervational data contained In tbe book. 

There la evidently far greater Soviet lntereat and activity In thie field 
than there la In Aoerloa or in the weatern world. 

"There la little doubt In our mlnda that tho work reported In the text le 
directed almoat exolualvely to agricultural application . We do note, 
however, reference to national defense as a otimuluo for some microclimate 
work on p 19 of the tranalatlon. We would ala o like to point out that 
the author. In general, olteo with precision, the locality where obaervatlona 
were made. In aome portlone of the text, however, the location and aource 
°£ vor Y Soneral terma auch aa 'the ateppe zone 

of the USSR (p 121) and In the following 3^ pagea. Tho obaervational 
altea of the wind profiloe data cited In Chapter 6 (pp 135-156) seem 

* ^Available on loan from the CIA Library (Call Number 11-1787)^7 
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especially vague. We do not know whether this covers up lack of data, or 
whether the data was accumulated during field expeditions to remote localities 
or whether the vagueness is deliberate and due to security. 

3* "From the instrumental point o* view, the book indicates that the Soviet 

practicing microclimatologist encounters severe difficulties in electrical 
temperature measurements, and, in fact, does not use them. The author 
does point out that electrical temperature measurements ore used in the 
more basic research phases of study. The author cites a study by A A 
Skvortsov (p 133) which indicates dominant periods of 0.64 - 0.86 seconds 
in microtemperature oscillations. If this remark is based upon accurate 
oboeitvatlonal data, it indicates that the basic research scientist can. 
when Necessary, make, record and analyse high frequency microtemperati -e 
fluctuations In a manner comparable to ours, (inch high frequency 
oscillations can be made by elcctidcal means only). 

"^ e book is written from the practical empirical point of view and therefore 
little can be said about theoretical development in this field. Again. we 
are impressed with the vast mess of data and evident experience in taking 
such data. The energy with which the data is used in such problems as 
optimum forest or tree line strips is commendable." 

-end- 
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